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StrateGems h#2 Award
by Petko A. Petkov, International judge of FIDE

There were 44 h#2 problems published in 2010. The quality was high - a good and traditional
trend for StrateGems, but without exceptional compositions.

It is well-known that the exhaustion of possibilities in this genre is an obstacle to creating
original masterpieces.Thus, the composers are looking for ways to enrich and to refresh the old
themes (complexes) and good, known mechanisms, with new components. Often the work
becomes a search for "originality in the details".

Here are some of the problems not included in the ranking: H1454, H1456, H1481,H1482,
H1483, H1508, H1510, HI511, H1535, H1536, H1537, H1540. They demonstrated nice ideas
(such puzzles are always enjoyed by solvers), but their content is simple and insufficient in
depth for such a strong tournament.

In another group of helpmates, H1459, :Emo H1484, H1485, H1487, H1488, H1489,
H1490,H1514, H1541, H1542, H1543, T found familiar patterns to an excessive degree, without
sufficient demonstration of new motifs.

Due to heavy construction that does not justify content, I did not include in the award
H1545, H1546, H1547, H1548.

H1491 has an unusual idea but there is no homogeneity between the solutions.

H1539 is only a try to demonstrate HOTF content but the repetition of moves detracts.

I decided on the following ranking:
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1%t Prize - (Fadil Abdurahmanovié - H1513) An excellent Meredith, which seems surprisingly
fresh, regarding its originality. The black Rooks “deactivate” the black K/B battery with a pair
of fine Bivalve moves to g2. The second bK’s move pins the Rooks. There are three pairs of
pieces which change their functions: Rb2/Rg5, Bal/Bh5 and Sc7/Bg8. Solution: 1.Rgg2 Re5+
2.Kd4 Sb5#, 1.Rbg2 Be5 2.Kf5 Bh7#.

2" Prize - (Emanuel Navon & Yoel Aloni - H1461) The most complex problem of the
tourney. In the first pair of solutions only Knights (Sa8 and Sb8) play (the black Knight closing
lines of bRg6 and bQd4). In the second pair of solutions, only Bishops (Bg3 and Bg2) play,
imitating the same strategy as in the first two solutions. I can accept the heavy construction,
which is inevitable, but I do not like the twin which limits wBg3 movements. Solution: a) 1.Sc6
Sb6 2.5b4 Sad#, 1.5d7 Sxc7 2.Sb6 Sxa6#; b) 1.Bf] Bel 2.Bc4 Bb4#, 1.Bh3 Bh4 2.Be6 BeT#.
3¢ Prize - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H1458) A beautiful problem with fine white sacrifices on
d2/f2, indirect self-pins of the black Queen, self-blocks and model mates. A small but nice
additional motive is also the line closing of Bel. Solution: 1.Bd1 Sf2 2.exf2 Sf4#; 1.Bd3 Bd2
2.exd2 Sc3#.

4t Prize - (Zivko Janevski & Fadil Abdurahmanovié - H1517) A HOTF problem with two
anti-identical pairs of solutions. In the first pair we have two active self-block and two passive
ones, by the initially pinned Rd3 and Bd4. 1.d1B Qxh4 2.Bc2 Qel#, 1.Sd5 Rf5 2.Sxb4 Re54,
In the second pair, Rd3 and Bd4 are active, executing the Vacation-square theme, while still
pinned: 1.Re3 Bb2+ 2.Kd3 Qh7#, 1.Be5 Bxd2+ 2.Kd4 Rf4#. On the plus side, all four mates
are given by the pinning pieces, Rf3 and Qh8. However, the first pair of solutions, in its
thematic aspect, seems more modest than the second pair does.
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& Mike Prcic Zivko Janevski Ricardo de Mattos Vieira Tibor Ersek
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Special Prize - (Fadil Abdurahmanovi¢ & Mike Prcic - H1538) This "triangle" formed by
three white pieces (Qd8, Bd7 and Re7), with obligatory White Grimshaw, is well-known also in
its more modern form with 4 solutions (HOTF type). There are many examples and I will show
two problems for comparison: 1) F. Abdurahmanovié, British Chess Magazine, 1979, 6™ Prize:
wKf2, Qh2, Rg3, Bh3 (4); bKe8, Ra8, Rh8, Bad, Sd8. Sh7, Pb7, Ped (8) h#2, 4 solutions: 1.5f6
Bg4 2.0-0 Be6#, 1.5¢6 Rg4 2.0-0-0 Rg8# and 1.Sg5 Bf5 2.0-0 Qh7#, 1.Se6 Rg7 2.0-0-0 QcT#.
2) Fadil Abdurahmanovi¢ & Mike Prcic, Jub. B. Rustamov-50, Sahmat bastaciliv, 2010,
31 Prize: wKa3, Qf8. Re7, Bf7. Pg2 (5) : bKd3, Qc2, Rbl, Rgd, Bhd, BhS, Sfl, pa2-b4-c7-d4-
2-g7 (13) h#2, 4 solutions. 1.g5 Be6 2. Ked Bed#, 1.26 Re6 2.Ked Re3# and 1.Qd2 Be6 2.Ke3
Qf3#, 1.Kc3 Re6 2.Kb3 Qxbd#.

Obviously, the authors continue to find new nuances in the interpretation of this mechanism.
These new motifs, and the excellent construction are my rasons for awarding this elegant
Meredith with a special prize. Solution: 1.Bxd7 Re3+ 2.Kg4 Qg5#. 1.Bxe7 Beo+ 2.Ke3 Qd2#;
1.Bd1 Re6 2.Kg4 Re3#, 1.Bel Be6 2.Ked Bgdit.
1t Honorable Mention - (Zivko Janevski - H1544) Interesting and difficult complex:
functional play between the pinned and pinning piece. Unfortunately, the constrtruction is quite
heavy. Solution: 1.Bg2 Rf2 2.8f6 Rxf5#. 1.Qad Ba5 2.5c6 BcT#.

2" Honorable Mention - (Ricardo de Mattos Viera - H1462) A problem with 2 anti-idenical
solutions (ANI). The overall content is nice and unusual, but in my opinion the first solution is
richer in strategic terms than the second. Solution: a) 1.Be3 d4 2.Rxd4 Kg2#: b) 1.Be5 Rc3
2.Re4 dxed#.

37 Honorable Mention - (Tibor Ersek - H1486) An elegant Pheenix with model mates in
Meredith form. It is a well-known concept, but this interpretation gives a good impression and
the solutions are spectacular. Solution: a) 1.Bxf4 Qxd4+ 2.Ke6 d8S#; b) 1.Rxb4 Sxd3+ 2.Kd6
d8Q#.

4t Honorable Mention - (Francesco Simoni - H1509) A nice Zilahi with Annihilation-
captures on e6/e3 and self-blocks on d7, followed by surprising model mates. This well-known
synthesis is well designed, but, unfortunately, Sd3/Rg3 plays only minor roles (Rg3 is a cook-
stopper). Solution: 1.Bxe6+ Rc4 2.Bd7 Sf7#; 1.Sxe5+ Qc3 2.8d7 e7#.
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